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Ref:APNS/2022/



January 1, 2022
The Editor,

______________
______________
Dear Sir,

Please publish the following news item and oblige :

The All Pakistan Newspapers Society (APNS) expresses its dismay over the Order of the Islamabad High Court indicting media persons relating to Jang Group in a contempt of court case.
The All Pakistan Newspapers Society in a statement, has stated that the above Order of the Court, would impact on the existing state of beleaguered freedom of press and would discourage journalists from reporting on matters in public interest. It reiterated that the reporting a story which was not denied, would not damage the respect of the court but framing charges against the journalists would tantamount to suppress the “Freedom of Expression” and denial of “Peoples Right to Know”. The journalists indicted for charges of contempt of court, have reported the matter in performance of their professional duty to highlight the facts in the public interest with no malafide intention. 
The APNS has appealed to the Islamabad High Court to drop the contempt proceeding against the journalists for publishing a verified statement which was based on internationally accepted norms,  ethics and journalistic standards. 
Thanking you,

Yours faithfully,

( Dr. Tanvir A. Tahir  )
  Executive Director
APNS
mi.
